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Wel come to our c hi ISCH@OLEGQGUSE h e at r e

ROCK LIVE! We are so very happy that you are here to share in the
excitement as we launch this new company.

Operating under the auspices of the Booth Tarkington Civic Theatre and
building on nearly 70 years of offering theatre education programming for
youth, the I ndiana Childrends Thea
professional, localproduced theatre for young audiences to central

Indiana and beyond.

Please use this STUDY GUIDE to augment your visit to the theatre and
your experience with SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK.
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SCHOOLROUSE ROGK: A HISTORY

Schoolhouse Rockbegan in 1971 with a simple observation by David McCall, chairman

of big-time New York ad agency McCaffrey & McCall. He noticed that his son could

sing every Beatles and Rolling Stones |lyrfic e
multiplication tables. He knew what all great teachers do -- reach kids where they are.

So he decided to link math with contemporary music and see if kids had better luck

with those multiplication tables. To implement his idea, McCall turned to his agency's

creative staff, who passed the songwriting chores over to a traditional Broadway jingle

writers -- clearly not rock stars -- and failed at the task.

Then agencybd6s creative director George Newal |l
Texas jazz musician with a knack for infectious grooves. The composer was pumped

about the i1 dea, did some research in his |daug
up with "Three Is a Magic Number." The company decided to fund their own animated
Amusic videoo for the song. (There was no|| MTV

Tom Yohe, story boarded the animated short, and M&M produced "Three Is a Magic
Number" for $15,000.

At the time, ABC had been critiqued by parents and sponsors for its violent and non-
family friendly programming and was working to improve its image. So Radford Stone
proposed a series of educational and socially progressive cartoons to the network.
ABC's head of children'"s programming at the t
Michael Eisner), and his animation advisor, Chuck Jones, loved "Three Is a Magic
Number." They gave the agency license to produce segments for the rest of the
multiplication tables with the bulk of animation provided by Phil Kimmelman &
Associates, a production company specializing in animation for advertising. ABC feared
losing advertising revenue when one of the shorts aired instead of a commercial so
McCaffrey & McCall convinced another one of their clients, General Foods, to sponsor
Schoolhouse Rockgiving GF the good name and ABC the revenue. Eisner then
instructed Hollywood animation studios like Hanna-Barbera and Warner Bros. to cut
three-minute modules from their shows. That way, ABC could use the extra time to

run the Schoolhouse Rocksegments, but when the shows went into syndication, the
three-minute modules could be restored. The studios begrudgingly complied.
Schoolhouse Rockpremiered on the weekend of January 6-7, 1973, with "My Hero
Zero," "Elementary, My Dear," "Three Is a Magic Number" and "The Four-Legged Zoo."

ABC broadcast the series on Saturday mornings from 1973 to 1985 producing 41 songs
and earning four Emmy Awards. It returned to the ABC Saturday morning line -up in
1992. All because one smart man knew that everything works better when it rocks.



ABOUT ThH

Often plays are adapted from books, but rarely are plays adapted from television.
While the songs in SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK LIVE originated with their own cartoon
shorts, this version is obviously live and does not try to recreate those imagesd
although those familiar will recognize some nods to the original series.

SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK LIVE is essentially a revue featuring 16 of those beloved songs
written for TV. In our production, the actors will use their real names. The play itself
features a new teacher, played by Mark Fishback, who is worried about his first day of
teaching. He rises that terrifying mornin
Rocko is still airing. After watching fo
from the TV, involve him in the action and teach him how fun learning can be (for

students and teachers) when they both rock out. The singers then take over and show

him how he can use their songs to engage and educate his new students.

E SONGS

The following songs are featured in SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK LIVE!
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Verb, That és What 6sfi Reaapdpye nOrngNdbot , Her e | |||[Co me
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Noun | s A Person, PflZaecreo,o rMyT hH enrgooo

1]

Three I's A Magi c Nuinhoenrjouncti on Junctiono

1]

Sufferind Tildl Suf firGrgeeadt Amer i can Mel ting Pc

5t

Lolly, Lolly, Loll yicdEl bow Ro o mo

1]

Unpack Your Adject ifivienstoer pl anet Janet o

5t

Just A Billo Al nterjectionso
The Preambl eo NnThe Tale of Mr . Mort aono

THE CAST

Mark Fishback Clalre Wllcher

Craig Underwood Diane Tsao Boehm

5t

Phillip Armstrong Rebecca DeVries McConnell



ACT

GRAMMAR ROCK

SENTENCE RUMMY

Divide students in groups of four or five. Have your students choose at least 10 words from

each of the following four parts of speech: nouns, adjectives, verbs, and adverbs. One student

should write the words on the chalkboard. A student in each group copies the words on index

cards. There will be 40 cards total. In addition, have each group add five cards each for the

words O0Thedé and O6A6 and two for O0An6 compl etijng t
full deck. To begin, deal each player seven cards. To win a hand, a student must be able to

make a complete sentence from the seven cards| in
sentence s/he discards one card and draws another.

IN THE MANNER OF THE WORD

To demonstrate how adverbs modify verbs, try out this totally fun activity. Have one student

leave the class. Have the rest of the class pick a verb or activity (skipping, ballet dancing, play-

ing air guitar, etc.) that the student who just left the class will act out (no words!) in front of

the class when s/he returns. While they are discussing, the teacher and the student that left

the class secretly decide on one adverb that dictates the manner in which s/he will act out the

activity. Then the student returns, the class reveals the activity, the student performs the ac-

tivity in the manner of the word until the class guesses the adverb. It is not necessary (and

actually preferable for entertainment value) |t hat
gracefully or skipping nervously.

& SCIENCE ROCK
-:’
SPACE FORECAST
As a galaxy girl, Alnterplanet Janetd has visited

one for each planet besides EartdseepageBe Haveer PRl ut o
each group research their particular planet to see what the weather is like there. Have the stu-
dents script a weather report, and then act them out as planetary meteorologists.

PLANETARY SHUFFLE

Al nterplanet Janetodo teaches us about the 8 plilanet
Create a human solar system to show where each planet is located in order from the sun and

il lustrate the ideas of for bito, firevol utionadl and
place 8 other students in place as the planets. Give them each an orbit on which they revolve

around the sun and have them safely rotate while doing so. For extra fun, have other students

carefully navigate through the planet maze or for older students, have them research speeds

of the planetsdé rotations and revolutions anpd app



MULTIPLIGATION ROCK

COUNTING TO THE FINISH

I n AThree is a Magic Number, 0 we count by 36
help define this principle by using our bodi
Clear an open space in your classroom. On the count of 3 have your class scatter into groups

of a number that you call out (e.g AOn 3, finld a
counting the class by threes by using this physical illustration. Then try moving into groups

of five and two. Same number of people, different ways to count.

sl and
es to

EGG CARTON MATH

Have each child bring in an egg carton and a plastic container with some type of little objects.
These could be pennies, beads, buttons, paper clips, raw macaroni, mini-pompoms...
whatever. When you say and write a problem, such as 3 x 4, the children need to display this
problem using different sections of the egg carton to hold each group.

(By the way, tell students to think of the X in a multiplication problem as meaning "groups of."
So 3 x4 is "3 groups of 4.")

Using the egg carton, then, they would only use 3 compartments, and they would put 4 items
in each of those 3 compartments, counting as they go. And also after the problem is set up,
they can count by those 4's: 4, 8, 12.

Then you could say, "4 x 3." Now they need 4 groups of 3, so they'll use 4 compartments and
put 3 items in each, but they will still have 12. Count by those 3's: 3, 6, 9, 12.



AMERICA ROCK

JUST A BILL?

There is a long path to becoming a law. First the people of a state decide that a new law in
needed. These citizens then talk to their local congressman or woman who writes this new law
down. Then he or she takes this bill to Congress where each congressperson gets to vote on
whether this new law is needed. If Congress decides that this new law is needed the bill then
goes to the House of Representatives. And finally if they vote yes to this bill, it will get to go all
the way to the President to be signed into a law!

Activity #1

Discuss bills that have become laws and why they are
important laws to have.

Activity #2

Discuss bills that have been vetoed and research why
or why not they should have been passed.

Activity #3

Name and discuss the three branches of government.
Activity #4

If your students were President, what laws would they
pass?

RECIPE FOR AMERICA
AThe Great American Melting Poto celebrates how s
create a unique Americai and also a delicious Americal

Activity #1

Di scuss your studentsdé heritage with them, includ
what does their last name mean?

Activity #2

Have each of your students bring in a recipe that represents his/her family or heritage. Have
each student then make a page for a class cookbook. Copy and bind it so they can take them
home and share it with their family. Or, for the brave, have them all bring an actual dish and
have an American feast!

EVERY VOTE COUNTS

ASufferind Tild]l Suffrageo discusses how women)| fou
States. To illustrate the principal of democracy and have a weekly hands-on math lesson,

select students to poll the class each week ofn is
your favorite pizza topping?06 or fiHow many pejfts d
board dedicated to tracking these statistics. Eac

according to their topic and record the new results.



AMERICA ROCK (con't)

THE PREAMBLE

We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice,
insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare,
and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

Can your class figure out which four words are left out of the Preamble in the Schoolhouse
Rock song?

-

POOR PLUTO [O]

Rememberl n t he song Al nterplanet Janet o, thely
forget to explain to the class that we now
6demotioné to a dwarf planet in August 20|06

According to the new definition, a full -fledged planet is an object that orbits the sun
and is large enough to have become round due to the force of its own gravity. In
addition, a planet has to dominate the neighborhood around its orbit. Pluto has been
demoted because it does not dominate its neighborhood. Charon, its large "moon," is
only about half the size of Pluto, while all the true planets are far larger than their
moons.

In addition, bodies that dominate their neighborhoods, "sweep up" asteroids, comets,
and other debris, clearing a path along their orbits. By contrast, Pluto's orbit is
somewhat untidy. The new definition also establishes a third class of objects that orbit
the sund "solar system bodies," which would apply to many
asteroids, comets, and moons. The new definition of
"planet” retains the sense that a true planet is something
special.
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Post-Show =
Questions %-

1. Who is Mark and what is he worried about?

2. Who arrives to help him out?

3. What expresses action, being, or state of being?

4. Who do the Schoolhouse Rock characters say they are?

5. What is fiéevery person you can know, every |pl ac.
you can show?o

6. Which part of speech does the song, dALolly,|[| Lol

7. What song details the process by which laws are created in America?
8. Who is the character from outer space that has visited Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto?

9. Hey! Ouch! Wow! Hooray! What are these words called?

10. Wh a t are the three conjunctions used in the| son
ANSWERS
1. Heés a brand new teacher and hebds worried about hi's

2. The Schoolhouse Rock characters help Mark get ready to teach.
3. Averb.

4. They tell Mark they are really just parts of him; all the ideas are in his head.

5. A noun.

6. It describes the adverb, which may modify a verb, an adjective, or even another adverb.
7. AJust a Bill o describes how
committees in

Congress to finally become the law of the land.

8. I tds Al nterplanet Janet, 0 of
9. Theyodére called fAlnterjection

10. And, But & Or




Post-Show
ACTIVITIES

After seeing SCHOOLHOUSE ROCK LIVE, discuss it with your students or have them
write a short essay. What did they learn from the show? Were the songs accurate?
Did they have any questions on the material covered on stage? What would they do to
make the songs more memorable?

Have your own Schoolhouse Rock. Assign students to write and perform (with props

and rhythm instruments) their own songs albout
difficulty memorizing. Monitor their song writing closely to be sure that the songs are

accurate.

Have students play theatre critic and write a review of the show. Send their reviews
to the theatre! We love to get feedback!
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